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SNAKE, RATTLE, AND ROLL

strenigrh in America, the rarlesnake remains one of

Wﬂrk mﬂlﬂﬂ!‘y to !thﬂ.’l:E he most misunderstood and feared of all L
t‘he ﬂ&m mﬂlignﬂd IEFH]H';,: For cons, the himan s [realisd [0 ratelers has been "kill or be
i:lnpn ] ce to ﬂl’l eco I : Rilled.” And Hallywood hasa' |'u'!pl.'d: The eatelesmake scenes

Rattlesnake conservationists A n enduring symbol of independence and

in films like True Ger, Twe Mules for Suster Sara, and Raiders &
iy Lot Are comptinue 0 ratcher up the fear facvor. Bt ths
By Stepharnie SMephens pereeprion 1 beginning tw change as ranchers, who have long
shared therr land wih and protected thiere lvestock AT
this dstesmsbile (e, E"l.'!:II:I i) pursde 4 new partlestake reali
i the Wear,

While ity not especially patural to empathize with

beady=eyed creatures that have been demonized chroughour

hestory and rounded up tor mass killing, the dea thar "the
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anly gn-ud sinake 15 a dead snake” 15 an esroneous ane. says
Sreven _] :Hﬂn.lprr. Phid, a Irin»]ug!.' ]:lmrzl.mr at the Ulnipver-
1.i|;1l." nl!. .Ariun-ul. iR Fa}!rttr'rj”t. 5:1:1;-“ Fla'_r an |mF|.1r|.u.nl'.
ole in :lr.utq:i:rll.ng the earth’s f:ragl-l.e- balance al mature, and,
although often umjustly Frr::n:tn:i. they affer humans kY
benefits. For I'::l'.l:l'l1]'.||.t. accarding B the Natonal Institutes
af Flealth, snakes are the pn':ud research ammals for some
J{urnl.'.ist:. mklng brtt:rlrr.:hmnl: fm' |u:]'| dfmn:lrm A% hlﬂl
blood pressure, heart disease, stroke, Alzheimer's disease,
and cancer.

"Sericus diseases urk n nacure, and healthy ecosysterms
Fr:rl.lhif F:Tm.':riuu effects, Ractbeanakes exactly fir che Will"
Beaupre savs. “Theyre critically smporrane natoral rodent-
conerol agents and voracious small-animal peedacors that help
in check.”

Beaupre also says Arkansas omber rartlesnakes may actu-
ally help control Lyme disease by constming large numbers of
white-foored mice thar carTy the bacterial infection, “Plus, any
rancher who stores grmn knows how devastating rodents ean
be te2 his supply,” he notes.

In addition to rodents like ground squarrels, chrpmunks,
and mice. ratrlesnakes ear birds, lizards, and ingects tha
typically share rheir sunny, rocky, and and locations, Theyre
rarely found in densely populated areas, but there are excep-
rions, These inchede a May 2002 encounter at 2 Wal-Mart in
Clarkston, Washingron, during which a male customer was
berren by a rartlesnake he imitially thought was 2 stick on his
ieg in the store’s garden deparrment

The customer dadint have much rime, bur perhaps prior
knowledge abour the rartlesmake’s appearance and habas could
have helped him distimguish a repeile from a peece of wood, For
statters, most rartlesnakes live mainly in the Southwest, especally
Arizona, and have a distinetive eriangular head. narrow neck,
anl seocky body, There ane 32 known specues of rartlesnaloes and
up to 70 swbspeeies, which are all parr of the larger viper fam-
ily—aone of only rwo types of venomous snakes o this couney.

Pt o s ther subfamily of pit vipers thar provides a clue as
0 how eandesnakes hune In addivon m being sble o deea
prey by scent and sound (which vibrates through their jaw),
rattlesriakes wriliee 3 sophmsticaed hestsensing capabality —a
“pit organ” or “mivaeed epe” located between their slit-like eyes
and nostrils— that allows them o “sec” warm-bodied prey as »
thermal image,

While information about snake biology and sppearance s
u.-n:llu!.. cxperis af the Anrons-Sonora Desert Susevin— whach
is bocated in 2n area with moee l'P'I!I.'Eﬂ al rarelesmakes than
any other in the world—caution that when you identify one,
you should beave it alone. Trying o kill a mttlesnake only puts
humans at greater rish.

Making Snake Sense: What You Need To Know
|

Can we all get along? Harrv W, Greene, repeile
expert and Comell Unmversicy 'I'.'I'ﬂfl'l.'ill.‘ll.‘ of ecoHogy and
evalutionary El-iuln-ﬂ'!.'. shares some practical advice aboot
how to coexist with rattlespakes: “Theres not 2 smake
i‘n‘:.'l.l']'ﬂ'ﬂ that wants to have .:n:rl:]'ll.ng to doy wath ].-nu_"

o Hatthesnakes like temperatures between B0 and Qi
dtg'rr::.. They may hibernate 1n colder climes when
the temperature drops from September  chrough
March, b in many warmer pares af the country
thrl? rermmn ackive ]Ar.:r-n:luru.l.

®  Hwmans are most commonly bitten on the leands and
lower body. To avoid a bite, be aware af your feet and
where :|.'|.11|'r|:' H'th[I'IFd—.IEI:]I as in tall glm—:nd-
carry a walking stick, Avowd srepping over bogs and
sitting on boulders where snakes like 1o take shelter,
ind don’t sguat in the wilderness without looking first.

®  [F you hear a racthe or see & snake “nse up” i a defen-
sive display, don't panic or do anything hasty. Look
around and then back up slowly.

®  You may not hear a mrthe from a young snake, bur
thar doesti't mean it won't serike— young snakes can
often feel more threatened than adubs,

®  This should go withour saying, bur don’t “hasske™ or
pick up snakes.

& Cowboy boors are hstomcally known v afford
good — bt not alwaps complete — proection, as do
hiking boots, snake chaps, or gaiters,

COWBOTS & INO&RES  LIT
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What should you do if yon're bitten by a smake? (4[| 911, The b

! - I |
1" |'I-'\-|'|||||-' por A death sentence, bt you should seek medical armenion tmene-

diarelv. Most faralioes ocour From an allergie seaction to verom, bur shock and

TEsuE III.I'_:"I' Al MHE COmimoa Feacleené—I7ia% 15 '"d':iill!.: anad - severe jLn

LTRSS Y OCCIEE 3k L::,l.
!

# Sy calm oasd quoct while immolnluzing the affecied limb, deally o i
bl the level of yoarr heare, 1F vou mame walke waie 20 minuges for ehe toxin
w0 localize inscead of spreading

. [he Mapo Clinie warns nor 1o cut the bire or try 1o remove the venom

and nol o apply a tourniquer or e, Cleanse the wound, don’t Thsh with
warer, and cower with a clean, dry J'.:'.*ulrl:.:.
& Dhon’t take amythung by mouth, mehsding medications, unless direceed by a
doctor wha s qualified to deal wath this medical emergency
®  Dont warry about finding the snake, but ity to remeimber its color and
shape so you can acourstely descnbe it and recerve appropriate medical
LrEAtment. 3y mpEoIns w il I"'E"-”' :'|1::|-'-.'.|;h.':.. which 3 doctor will e cog
e and dssess appropoately
Dhom't prck up the snake even of it ia dead, A dead snake’s head can continue

to bite for several hours due 1o 3 reflex
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Lily Sracling s 400-acre walout farm in @ alifienia’s Cemtral Valley, where she selocares

radtlesnakes to a den away from the himse “Ranlenakes kees the sipuartels down.”
ahe sgys ~ My prandtather, Ball HMarmiltoow: a well-known esoologist at the Uln

. Dhawis, 3 well as 2 farmee, started the practice, and the thiee peneritions

Califin

i in;.: o Lhe ranch contime it We shoo therh o an -.'r|||.'l.-' |':-|.-!|-. -_:'JII'.I!;'.' cait. e
thern o, and tuarn them lovse inothe dev ereels bed”

O the Pacibie Coast, with sheep, goats, chickens, and a turele reseue [iving on
her Maliba, Calilorma, cancherte, Susan Tellem swvs she never kalls rartlers becanse

vl 4 snake hook

they |'u:|'- comtrol thee moose and i'-l"::!.'l:.ln-. e by v
and maove the amake to another area or call a snake mseler”
“Lave and let lve” 15 also Brenda Avadians approach i the Angeles Manonal
Forest, "Only when we have evernight guesss with children or animals do we doa
thoroanh check and chase ‘em away,” she says "Otherwise, we memaim cautiond 25 we

walk around oot properoy. After all, we live m ther termitory,

Once Bitten, Twice Shy

espite the best of intentions, sometimes a rattler encounter

i unaveadable, “We do not bother them, bot if they enter our living space,

its pit for tat— whoever strikes firse wins the day.’ savs conservatomnsa

Pablo Solomon, whose histone Moses Hughes Banch 15 situated porth ol Austin

i
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cesve as a threar. "CHien thar naly means getting within stnking range while walk-

I|I|.':. :'..'Lll!;l op 4 1oy, |'.|-\.".IIIE': '\-.IEI'II'I! lll:_'. o 1 |-||'-|_' 0 Tonr |l|:.".'i|_ '|'-'||i|I'|'.' 3 bahe

of hay puLting on boot in whdch a small rattlesnake has wipgled imto, opening a
'
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trying to "play” with rartlesnakes, or kill them. On the other hand, approximarely

20 pereent af bires are " leginimare,” meanmng they oocur when o leman s accsden-
F i -

rally batpen while in the snakes egosysiem

In ehe Ulrnieed Sraves, | s ikebites CCCUr =I||.::.|:|l.I ol which 70 [FeRTEND AL

s |'.|'\.|'.| Il'. |".rr||- .||.|lv:|""\.. But deaths age care "“'\ll moae '|'|.||'| |.I :il.llll iE& TTOHT 3Ny T q.'r-.

o snake veivwoes AT LT |.'.| iy & 'H.|||5,'_=| SERE berween 1960 and 954, and
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l1 a chitcatening situation, a bite 15 3 last tesort sinee 3 rantlesnake’s first line ol

defense is not to be noticed at all, |'ll.'l:'|.'|-. savi, The animal usually blends seam-

besaly wirh the surroundings and s iy confident abour camouflage

b rattlesnake that is noticed and theerened dossa’t wair arowsd. "4 second lini
of defemese 3 po Wufl—ao raode and pufl up 1o cagse an amacker v think twice
Beaupre explans. If that fals, theee s the backup plan. “Ic appears the smake 15 think-
ing, "My rattle 1t working, these large amimuls—cows, hofses, or people—don’y
ser mic and ['d better move avwayv [ast, ™ savs Young “Livestock know how i avond
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o west and cowboy up lo
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| i _'-||:|-_';-,',.|-- SOCarry at |.| I:I'|-\.-!|--
gists and Herpetologists, a science
wganreatson dedicared 1o che soudy of
bish, amplubans, and reptiles, agrees,
frs meimbers ’..-:.l Oidl Pl PeTRein s |:-'I
rarclesnake conscrvabion 1n 3 posImon
paper that reads: U lo persist each
specics of rattlesnake must overcome
unregulated huanting, harvestng ficap
roundarps, and =i:_'||||.|. ant loss I'E:-l'l.ll"ll.lr
in response to agriculture and urbanes-
tion. Their life history eraies are shaped
by evolutionary hisvory and current
conditrons, and each species Tespongs
differently 1o the destnuctive pressures
exerted by human actrveties.

Basscally, the spory 15 the sime for rartle-
smakes as it o for coyotes, deer, skunks
raccoond, and other waldiile. Humans
take precedence and encrosch on ther ter-
mitesry, with deadly vesules for the andmal

"Hoaads and snakes don tmix veey well,

pavement s olten

Young savs, [or warm
a fatal atgracton for these cold-blooded

ke r [t d o 1k I LA}
smimals, Increased vrban and residenteal
development 5 decrezang the habara
wailable o rattlesnakes, whoch, i pien,

Hne $

raises the chance of a poteniially danger-
o ersonunter with hnmans

The promise of coexistence s n
knowledse, a5 Senegalese envitonmenial-
isr Baha Dsoum omce r||-|||||':!:|. sarcd: "In
I;'|. ek, W .|'|” CEHESETYE III'II'. '|'.'!I.I1 W
liwe, we will love only whar we under
srandh, and we will understand only whar
Py - o
L “'-C‘-'II
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| (4] | |.'.|'.|||'.'||'_ I'I-'\-l.-lll." .II'||| Lareene,
undestanding cant come soon enoasgh
: |
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[} million years on earth.

Meanwhile, back on his Texas ranch
Solomon keeps 1 real. "While all lite
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