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Despite what MTV may want us to believe
extravaganza, the world’s beaches are not
completely overrun by hard-partying college

students desperate to blow off mid-term steam.

Yes, it can be difficult for grown-ups to craft
civilized vacations in warm climates during the
peak bacchanalia times of March and April. But
it’s by no means impossible—if you know

where to go.

As determined by student visits, Florida claims

nearly 60 percent of spring breakers who travel

Ben Gearing & Jill Swann / © Amanyara

Real "up-and-comers” commanding their share of island buzz, these islands
are custom-made for your sunning, swimming and diving pleasure. You could
also set sail to see marine glow-worms mate. Flow in, flow out, of Aman
Resorts' stunning Amanyara, with pavilions and villas tastefully accented by
sisal,teak and terrazzo textures, just steps from Malcolm's Beach.

within the United States. In the "Funshine State", they visit Daytona, Miami (especially

South Beach), Panama City and Key West; other domestic destinations include Lake

Havasu City, Ariz. and South Padre Island, Texas. Mexico lures them to Acapulco,

Cancun, Mazatlan, San Jose del Cabo and Puerto Vallarta, while in the Caribbean, it’s

Nassau and Paradise Island in the Bahamas, Montego Bay and Negril, Jamaica. At a

quick glance, it seems that the cast of "Animal House" has taken over the world, but

plenty of places are off the spring break map. Some are too staid for university-aged

visitors; others are too pricey. But all offer at least one thing: bars without wet T-shirt

contests.
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In the Southeast U.S., “The Paris of the South” 1s Asheville, N.C., with an eclectic
downtown and 30-plus art galleries all framed by the majestic Blue Ridge Mountains.
Renowned accommodations include the Grove Park Inn Resort & Spa and the Cottage on
Biltmore Estate (that’s George Vanderbilt’s 8,000-acre place and site of America’s
largest home). Richmond Hill Inn also has an elegant, B&B-inspired ambience. March’s
variable weather could bring either snow tubing downhill or rafting on the French Broad

River.

Farther south, there’s family-friendly Hilton Head Island, designed by Charles Fraser in
1956 as the prototypical modern resort community. Stay at the famed Palmetto Dunes or
Sea Pines Resorts, with a staggering selection of homes, villas and condominiums; there
are also 24 golf courses and 300 tennis courts. The Scottish-influenced Inn at Harbour
Town is a brilliant boutique hotel; 30 minutes away in the Lowcountry, the Inn at

Palmetto Bluff on the May River is worth an overnight detour.

Still further south, you end up in Florida. But worry not—several stretches of the
Sunshine State’s sand are sans beer-bottle-toting spring break kids. At Santa Rosa Beach,
on Northwest Florida’s Gulf Coast, consider staying at the award-winning WaterColor

Inn and Resort, near a rare coastal dune lake.

On the other coast, or about 99 miles inland from it, to be precise, is the prince of kitsch
resorts: Palm Springs, Calif. It’s a haven for mature adults, yupsters and anyone else who
craves golf, tennis and swimming with a retro vibe. Sure, the main drags bustle a bit more

during spring break, but in a matter of seconds you’re already in the slower-paced streets
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that back up right to the bottom of the towering San Jacinto Mountains. Vintage

modernism and a George Jetson vibe predominate at the Orbit In, while the Korakia

Pensione welcomes you with Mediterranean and Moroccan-flavored villas, plus two sexy

swimming pools.

One needn’t stay in
the U.S. to avoid the
college kids. Far from
the madding crowds in
Mexico, laid-back
Zihuatanejo sits in the
Sierra Madre along the
Pacific coast. The
tame nature of this
village on the beach
invites a serene, if not
subdued experience,
possibly best enjoyed
at the top-notch La
Casa Que Canta,
nestled snuaaly into
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the cliffs.

Don’t tell Costa Rica that “ecotourism” is a new trend—their travel
industry began adopting environmentally friendly practices 25 years
ago. This democratic and peaceful country is filled with volcanoes,
rain forests, waterfalls and rivers—and still plenty of affordable yet
luxurious lodgings. For a Pacific bluff with a “pool on the hill,” check
into the arty Hotel Punta Islita near Guanacaste. Among eco-lodges,
Si Como No in Manual Antonio National Park also garners high

marks.

While spring breakers aren’t unheard of in Barbados, the classy
British West Indies island tends to rise above the frenzy. It’s less Van
Wilder and more Vanderbilt—and counts Mick Jagger and the
Beckhams among its celebrity fans. Crystal Cove Hotel Barbados in
St. James, one of the best all-inclusive resorts, features two
restaurants, two bars and three lagoon-style swimming pools. There’s

even supervised child-care services. (How’s that for an anti-spring

Michael G. Smith / © istockphoto.com

The word "peaceful” isn't taken lightlyin Costa
Rica—this Central American country hasn't had an
army since 1949. At Hotel Punta Islita, the wellness
attributes of the Nicoya Peninsula and the
herbalist wisdom of native Chorotega tribes are
artfully combined in the spa for a spring break
you'll want to take with you.

break destination?) For golf and spa enthusiasts, the venerable and elegant Sandy Lane

receives consistently high marks from its return visitors.
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The 40-island British West Indies
archipelago of the Turks and Caicos is no
longer “undiscovered,” but you’re still
assured of lone walks on long, drop-dead-
gorgeous beaches. Eight of the isles are
inhabited and you’ll be well set on
Providenciales, or "Provo," at the “wow-
factored” Grace Bay Club. For double the
“wow,” try Amanyara on Provo’s northwest
point, where the cool contemporary design
and “floors” of crystal-clear reflecting pools
and ponds are sure to stimulate your
senses.

Sheldon Kralstein / © istockphoto.com

Fun springs eternal: Go for a hike, ride your bike, perfect your putt or serve it

Ifyou’re Hawaii-bound, Kauai’s Coconut or up on the courts. Pzillm Canyo-n Drive might b-e bl-JSIer during Spring Break, but
off the path you'll find charming, one-of-a-kind inns that ooze character

Napali coasts and Waimea Canyon are —perennial favorites of celebs and "regular” Angelenos on weekend
getaways. Touch down at the funky Orbit In or rise above it all at The Willows.

consistent draws, as are the Wet and Dry Caves

of Haena or surfing at Kalihiwai Point. The Garden Island was grand enough for the

movies "South Pacific," "King Kong" and "Jurassic Park," and it’s still a perennial winner.

Since roughly 10 percent of Kauai is accessible by car only, hiking is a popular pastime.

And regulars return for the amenities at Princeville Resort and Grand Kauai Resort &

Spa.

Europe is ever the great choice for a spring fling, and Lisbon is approximately 68° F in

March. Toast a glass of greenish Vino Verde as you hum along to fado, Portuguese folk
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music. On rolling hillsides beside the River Tagus, this capital city boasts more than 50
museums. Bed down at Lisbon’s first contemporary boutique hotel, the five-star Bairro
Alto in the heart of the city, or at two chic design hotel newcomers: Fontana Park, also

centrally located, or Jeronimos 8 in historic Belém.

No matter what your taste this season, there’s a stretch of sand, a tranquil mountain town

or even a capital city that won’t be clogged with collegians. Yes, even during spring

break.
¥ Tweet 0 £ Recommend [} Sign Up to see what your friends recommer
Sponsored Links
The New "Skinny" Fruit Hey Salesperson, Burned Out By Refusal?
How This Strange African Fruit Is Making Americans Struggling Close Sales? Discover The Number One
Skinny. Mistake Salespeople Make That Cause Them To
HealthDiscoveriesMag.com Fail
Discuss: Spring break for grown-ups 0 comments

Enjoy a spring fling without the crowds — or wet T-shirt contests

Leave your comment

You

& Related: Seasonal Travel

B PDFmyURL.com


http://www.newsvine.com/_wine/save?aff=msnbc&h=Spring+break+for+grown-ups+&e=Enjoy+a+spring+fling+without+the+crowds+%E2%80%94+or+wet+T-shirt+contests&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.msnbc.msn.com%2Fid%2F23277077%2F&t=seasonal-travel%2Ctravel
http://www.newsvine.com/_wine/save?aff=msnbc&h=Spring+break+for+grown-ups+&e=Enjoy+a+spring+fling+without+the+crowds+%E2%80%94+or+wet+T-shirt+contests&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.msnbc.msn.com%2Fid%2F23277077%2F&t=seasonal-travel%2Ctravel
http://www.newsvine.com
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9341026/ns/travel-seasonal_travel/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/31066137/media-kit/
http://g.msn.com/AIPRIV/en-us
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

More on Seasonal More on Travel

Confessions of a Jersey Shore lifeguard Readers' dazzling photos of national parks

Don't miss chance to see rare moonbow It's a Snap!

Take me out to the old, old ball game Get going: Top 10 outdoor adventures

NYT: Coasters bring new kind of thrill to Vegas Search for missing cruise passenger called off in
Alaska

Nearly 300,000 tourists expected in Vegas for

holiday NYT: The wealthyjet-set to summer camp

Related videos & slideshows

Advertise | AdChoices [

E
=
-~ &
|1| vV i d e (o] |1| vV i d e o e o
Jetpack flight takes Celebrate Beachgoers feel sting e o w
off inthe Florida Keys Independence Day... of jellyfish invasion Summer!
away!
Search msnbc oiNg m
Most popular on msnbc.com b
Categories Trending Views Top videos
_ Alleged killer tells judge 'two more cells' at large with: [¥] CJj 1.3M
US & World . o ) _
Grizzly bear mauls teens hiking in Alaska wilderness with: [¥] 469K
Politics
. Hotel maid: Dominique Strauss-Kahn looked like a 'crazy ma... with: [}] 273K
Business
Sports Lawmakers pursue rival budget plans with: [}] 263K
Entertainment Congressman David Wu faces ethics probe for sexual miscond... 169K .
Oslo suspect wanted to trigger
Health ‘anti-Muslim’ revolution
Paralysis tied to food poisoning in border towns 149K

B PDFmyURL.com


http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43661790/ns/travel-seasonal_travel/t/confessions-jersey-shore-lifeguard/
http://overheadbin.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/07/13/7075756-somewhere-under-the-moonbow
http://overheadbin.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/07/07/7036529-take-me-out-to-the-old-old-ball-game
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43617779/ns/travel-seasonal_travel/t/roller-coasters-bring-new-kind-thrill-vegas/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43594695/ns/travel-seasonal_travel/t/nearly-tourists-expected-vegas-holiday/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43730390/ns/travel-destination_travel/t/readers-dazzling-photos-national-parks/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/38060532/ns/today-todaytravel/t/readers-submit-their-best-vacation-photos/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43746680/ns/travel-active_travel/t/get-going-top-outdoor-adventures/
http://overheadbin.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/07/25/7160841-search-for-missing-cruise-passenger-called-off-in-alaska
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23277077/43882704
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43882704/ns/business-us_business/t/why-drive-summer-camp-when-you-can-fly/
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43549359');
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43549359');
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23277077/43549359
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43508314');
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43508314');
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23277077/43508314
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43222826');
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43222826');
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23277077/43222826
javascript:ijv.launchSlideshow('43143897');
javascript:ijv.launchSlideshow('43143897');
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23277077/43144045
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032525/ns/us_news/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032553/ns/politics/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032072/ns/business/
http://nbcsports.msnbc.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032084/ns/today-entertainment/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032076/ns/health/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032118/ns/technology_and_science/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43873009/ns/world_news-europe/t/alleged-killer-tells-judge-two-more-cells-large/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43873009/ns/world_news-europe/t/alleged-killer-tells-judge-two-more-cells-large/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43873009/ns/world_news-europe/t/alleged-killer-tells-judge-two-more-cells-large/#photos
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43873009/ns/world_news-europe/t/alleged-killer-tells-judge-two-more-cells-large/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43877193/ns/us_news-life/t/grizzly-bear-mauls-teens-hiking-alaska-wilderness/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43877193/ns/us_news-life/t/grizzly-bear-mauls-teens-hiking-alaska-wilderness/#video
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43877193/ns/us_news-life/t/grizzly-bear-mauls-teens-hiking-alaska-wilderness/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43877005/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/t/hotel-maid-dominique-strauss-kahn-looked-crazy-man/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43877005/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/t/hotel-maid-dominique-strauss-kahn-looked-crazy-man/#video
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43877005/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/t/hotel-maid-dominique-strauss-kahn-looked-crazy-man/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43864749/ns/politics-capitol_hill/t/lawmakers-pursue-rival-budget-plans/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43864749/ns/politics-capitol_hill/t/lawmakers-pursue-rival-budget-plans/#video
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43864749/ns/politics-capitol_hill/t/lawmakers-pursue-rival-budget-plans/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43876976/ns/politics-capitol_hill/t/congressman-david-wu-faces-ethics-probe-sexual-misconduct/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43876976/ns/politics-capitol_hill/t/congressman-david-wu-faces-ethics-probe-sexual-misconduct/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43860343/ns/health-food_safety/t/paralysis-tied-food-poisoning-border-towns/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43860343/ns/health-food_safety/t/paralysis-tied-food-poisoning-border-towns/
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43878104');
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43878104');
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

Tech & science

Travel

Working with new script to stop a train wreck ]

Mystery prisoner has authorities stumped

#& msnbc.com DEALS & TIPS

4 Foods to Stop
Eating

Beware: these so-called
"healthy" foods make you
sluggish and increase
stomach fat

2= msnbc.com sites & shows: TODAY
msnbec tv

© 2011 msnbc.com About us Help
About our ads Site map

Nightly News

Advertise Careers

FRBE%{-‘E-WE The Mame Your Price” Tool.
- Only from Progressive.
=, ] -
8 e A
2 o, [ Get Your Free Quote |

Meet the Press Dateline Morning Joe

Contact Alerts Feeds

Hardball

Podcasts Apps Widgets Stock data

107K
84K
Girl pretended to DNAexpert
be dead, survived testifies in
Norway attack Amanda Knox
case
SPOTLIGHT

" It’s never too late to
& start

For many entrepreneurs,
life begins at 50

The Last Word Maddow Ed

MSN Privacy Terms & conditions

¥ PDFmyURL.com


http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032123/ns/travel/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43875995/ns/politics-the_new_york_times/t/working-new-script-stop-train-wreck/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43875995/ns/politics-the_new_york_times/t/working-new-script-stop-train-wreck/#video
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43875995/ns/politics-the_new_york_times/t/working-new-script-stop-train-wreck/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43880579/ns/us_news-weird_news/t/mystery-prisoner-has-authorities-stumped/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43880579/ns/us_news-weird_news/t/mystery-prisoner-has-authorities-stumped/
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43878128');
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43878128');
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43878217');
javascript:ijv.launchVideo('43878217');
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
http://today.msnbc.com/
http://nightly.msnbc.com/
http://mtp.msnbc.com/
http://dateline.msnbc.com/
http://joe.msnbc.com/
http://hardball.msnbc.com/
http://thelastword.msnbc.msn.com/
http://rachel.msnbc.com/
http://ed.msnbc.msn.com/
http://tv.msnbc.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32027560/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3303511/t/msnbccom-site-help/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/31066137/ns/media_kit/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/27365695/ns/about/t/get-ready-make-headlines/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32359544/ns/contact_us/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/24057166/ns/newstools_dispatch/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/24057171/ns/newsware_rss_feeds/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/24057159/ns/newsware_podcasts/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/24057048/ns/newsware_apps_and_games/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/24052544/ns/newsware_widgets/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32556806/ns/about/t/stock-data/
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/20?SU=http://msnbc.msn.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3303540/ns/about/t/terms-conditions/
http://g.msn.com/AIPRIV/en-us
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/html/HtmlSitemap0.html
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

